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authors examine themes of identity, exclusion, 
courage, and fairness, inviting readers to see 
how gender shapes opportunities, relationships, 
and self-worth.

Researched, written and illustrated by 
middle and high school students from JBCN 
International School, Dr. Kalmadi Shamarao High 
School (Ganeshnagar), Zameer Foundation, and 
Badri High School (Indore), these books remind 
us that meaningful change begins with listening, 
empathy and the courage to tell stories that 
matter.

Preface

In today’s India, where conversations about 
equality are growing louder, yet deep-rooted 
biases continue to shape everyday lives, 
examining gender inequity is both urgent 
and necessary. For young people especially, 
understanding how power, opportunity and 
social norms shape lived realities is key to 
building a more just and compassionate society.

These four books explore the many faces of 
gender inequity - how it is experienced, resisted, 
internalised, and challenged in everyday life. 
Through personal narratives drawn from real 
people in their own communities, the young 

The theme for the CaL Story Project 25-26 was 
“Unseen Threads: The Many Faces of Gender Inequity”
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Unseen Yet Unbroken
JBCN International School, Borivali

Authors:  	Aayushi Gawde, Anayaa Mehta, Shinead Cowan, 
		  Trisha Srivastava, Vrittee Shah
Mentor: 	 Sharon Rozario
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Reflections
Creating this picture book has truly 

transformed me. It reminded me that 

every individual has their own perspective, 

and each viewpoint is valuable. No one 

should be forced into categories or labels 

that society imposes—because they are 

unique, complete, and content as they 

are. As a community, our role is to uplift 

them, to give them the freedom to shape 

their own future. I am deeply thankful for 

this opportunity, as it has taught us the 

importance of inclusivity and respect for 

all people. Through this book, our hope is 

to shift how society sees them, so they 

are recognized with dignity and given the 

respect they rightfully deserve.

Shinead Cowan

Working on a photo book turned out to be 

one of the most memorable experiences 

for me. Working closely with my friend 

made the process exciting, and together 

we managed to overcome the challenges 

that came along. While working on it, I 

learned many things and also used my 

creativity to make the book look nice. I am 

very thankful to our respected mentor, Ms. 

Sharron, who guided us with patience and 

encouragement throughout the project. 

We chose this person for our project 

because I see them every day while going 

to school, and I notice that society does 

not give them the same respect. Through 

our photo book, I wanted to bring attention 

to this issue and inspire people to think 

differently. 

Aayushi Gawde
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Creating this book about a transgender 

individual’s journey has been a moving 

experience. Her story of rejection has left 

a lasting impact on me . I can’t imagine the 

pain of being kicked out of our own home, 

forced to navigate a world that often feels 

hostile and unwinding. I am in awe of her 

strength and determination. My hope is 

that sharing her story will spark empathy 

and understanding, inspiring others to 

create a more loving world. I am grateful 

for getting guidance from a lovely mentor 

and I am grateful getting the opportunity 

to amplify Roshni’s voice and shed light on 

the challenges faced by the transgender 

community.

Trisha Srivastava

Making this comic about a transgender 

person’s journey has touched me deeply. 

Roshni’s story of being rejected and 

losing her home is something I cannot 

imagine going through. The world can feel 

unkind, yet she showed amazing courage 

and strength. I hope that by sharing her 

story, people will feel more empathy and 

kindness, and together we can build a more 

loving society. I am thankful to my mentor 

for guiding me, and I feel grateful for the 

chance to share Roshni’s voice and bring 

attention to the struggles faced by the 

transgender community.

Vrittee Shah

Making a picture book on this topic 

changed a part of me and I feel that 

everyone should be allowed to put their 

own perspectives forward and each one 

has a different viewpoint but that doesn’t 

give us the right to categorize them into 

what we want them to be. They are their 

own selves and happy how they are so we 

as a community should empower them and 

let them choose their future. I feel grateful 

and thankful for this opportunity as this 

has taught us inclusivity and respect for 

all. Because of this picture book we aim to 

change how the society perceives them 

and we want them to get the respect they 

deserve. 

Anayaa Mehta
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Chandni: Courage of 
True Colors
Dr. Kalmadi Shamarao High School,  Ganeshnagar
Authors: 	 Annavi Chitre, Anushka Gudmewar
Mentor: 	 Monisha Abhyankar
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Reflections
The CAL project helped me improve my 

English vocabulary and writing skills. 

It helped me analyze and improve my 

communication skills not only with others 

but also my team mates and be open 

minded to various ideas. It gave me the 

confidence of interviewing people. This 

story of a transgender has made me realise 

the pain and suffering this community 

goes through and that we really need to 

be empathetic and I would definitely like to 

contribute more to society.

Annavi Chitre

This project was very different from 

anything I have done before, but in a good 

way. Firstly, I learned a lot of new things 

through this activity, not just academically 

but also personally. Working on it made 

me feel happy and proud because it 

had a deeper meaning. It taught me the 

importance of teamwork, consistency and 

cooperation, which are very important in 

real life. In addition to this I have learnt 

to be more patient and understanding 

while working with out of the box ideas 

and perspectives. This project helped me 

become more confident in expressing 

thoughts creatively overall, it was a 

meaningful.

Anushka Gudmewar
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Wings Against the Wind
Zameer Foundation

Authors: 	 Karishma Pawar and Sahil Chavan
Mentors: 	 Ishika Bansod and Karan Yargolkar
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Reflections
We chose this story because it shows how 

discrimination happens in small places 

such as poultry farms, homes, and schools. 

It is part of her everyday life. Even though 

she faces many problems, she does not 

stop studying. She works hard to achieve 

her goals. Many people try to stop girls 

from doing what they want, and girls who 

do not speak up are quietly affected by 

this discrimination. People observe others 

and, in some cases, discriminate against 

their own daughters as well.

While working on this story, we  learned 

that discrimination does not only happen in 

big situations; it also exists in small places 

and everyday work. By talking to people, 

we understood my community better. They 

shared their experiences, interests, and 

what really happens in their daily lives. 

This helped us understand the issue more 

deeply and learn how to raise awareness, 

convince people, create a storybook, make 

illustrations, and gain the confidence to 

share personal life stories.

Karishma Pawar and Sahil Chavan 
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The Weight She Knows
Badri Higher Secondary School, Noorani Nagar

Authors: 	 Alefiya  Bharmal, Fatema Khachroadwala, Nisreen Saifee, 
		  Zainab Ujjainwala, Maimuna Azad, Rabab Barwahwala 
Mentors: 	 Arwa Gulzar and Asma Najmi
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Writing this story helped me express my 

ideas clearly and creatively. My aim was 

to present a meaningful message through 

simple narration and relatable characters. 

I focused on showing how choices and 

actions shape a person’s life.

The story conveys important moral values 

such as honesty, kindness, responsibility, 

and perseverance. It teaches that facing 

challenges with courage and integrity leads 

to personal growth. Through this project, I 

improved my writing skills, creativity, and 

confidence.

Overall, this experience has strengthened 

my interest in writing and motivated me to 

keep improving as an author.

Fatema Khachrodwala

Reflections
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While writing this story, I didn’t need 

research or statistics. I didn’t need 

to search for examples. This story 

was already around me  in homes, in 

conversations, in everyday life.

From a certain age, girls are gently trained 

to behave a particular way. They are told 

to help in the kitchen, to be responsible, 

to learn household work because “one 

day you’ll be someone’s wife.” It is said so 

normally that no one questions it.

But what struck me while writing was this:

No one gathers boys and says, “Learn 

this because one day you’ll be someone’s 

husband.”

No one reminds them that they will also 

build a home, raise children, and share 

responsibilities.

It is not wrong to teach girls these skills. 

In fact, it makes them strong and capable. 

What feels incomplete even unfair  is not 

raising boys with the same mindset of 

partnership and responsibility.

Ajab represents countless girls across 

India who grow up being praised for being 

“good” when they are actually carrying too 

much too soon. Burhanuddin is not a villain  

he is simply untrained, shaped by a system 

that prepared him for freedom but not for 

empathy.

This story, for me, is not about chores. It is 

about balance. It is about preparing both 

daughters and sons not just for marriage  

but for shared life.

Because a home should not be a burden 

for one.

It should be a responsibility for all.

And that is why I wrote this story not 

because it is rare, but because it is 

common.

And common things, when questioned, 

have the power to transform everything.

Nisreen Saifee
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